
Learn about what ethical issues arise in human-animal relationships and how to think 
about such issues systematically. The course utilizes Manga as a study aid.

Training of Companion Animals
Neutering of Companion Animals
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Eating Farm Animals
Animal Experimentation for Cosmetics
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Environmental Enrichment in ZoosWeek 5

Why do many of us who eat pigs condemn those who eat dogs?
Is there any difference between lab mice and companion 
hamsters that justify the use of the former for drug tests? Our 
attitude toward animals is full of seeming inconsistencies and 
unexplained conventions. Animal ethics is the field that tries to 
make sense of human-animal relationships using insights from 
philosophical ethics, and this course is an introduction to the 
field.

This course has several distinctive characteristics from other 
animal ethics education materials. First, this course uses 
situations of animals in Japan as illustrative cases, which makes 
this course as a means to learn something about Japanese 
culture. Second, it also uses Manga to think about actual 
situations.

By listening to the lectures and thinking through the issues 
presented, you will acquire the ability to think more clearly and 
systematically about human-animal relationships.

Associate Professor of Philosophy and History of Science, 
Graduate School of Letters, Kyoto University.

Length :      Self-paced (5 weeks)
Instructor : Tetsuji Iseda, Ph.D.

MOOC (Massive Open Online Courses) is an online course that is available to anyone for free. A large number of learners all over the world take courses and learn 
through a variety of materials such as the lecture videos, assignments and exams. Kyoto University provides MOOC as "KyotoUx" on edX, one of the MOOC 
providers, offering high-quality courses from the world’s best universities and institutions to learners everywhere.
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